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| The Atheiſt, in Tim 
In the lower Regions of Health, laughs 


the infernal Spirits 


tremble at the very Sacred Writ : At 


Name of God that the Hour of Death 
created the Warld. Conſcience atwakes ; 
the Man trembles 
like Felix, 
N. . N. e | 
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FICIENT in the School of Atheiſm, then the late 
Earl of ROCHESTER. 


his LEVIA THAN died in greater Agonies of Deſpair than 
FR ⏑ Y Y AA 


teach their Audience what Hell is not, and not what it * 
** 


To which is added, 
urietEs to eſtabliſh Relief for indigent Families, without Expence to 
the Donors ; and thoſe that will be at the Charge of one Shilling and 
Nine-pence, may make a Dinner to ſatisfy fouricore and four Perſons. 


a, 


is made appear, that this Charity (within the Bills of Mortality only) may bring in 
| the Value of 2000 l. every Week for the Induftrious Poor. 


AS ALSO 
RTICLES to eſtabliſh i in all Houſes a SACRIFICE of CRARTT, to be 
offered up to God every Sabbath-Day in the Morning. 


ie Money to be applied toEtloath the Naked, relieve the Sick, releaſe Prifoners, and 
tolay in Coals or other Fuel, to comfort Widows and Orphans, when the Days are 
ſhort, and the Nights cold and tedious, | 


The E1cHTH EDITION. 
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HE Title of the FouxrRH Ep1TIoN of the 
VIRGIN in EDEN runs thus, Wrote by the 
Author of the Sheets, entitled, ToR MENTS AFTER 
DE Ark.“ That Copy of which ſuch vaſt Numbers 
were Printed and Sold, four, ſeven, and in ſome 
Houſes twenty, to ſend in the Country and beyond 


the Seas. 


e 


In the lower * the infernal Spirit tremble at the very Name 
of God that created the World. 


The Atheiſt, in Time of Health, laughs at the Records of Sacred Writ : 
At the Hour of Death Conſcience awales; the Man trembles like 
Felix, 

A | 


DESCRIPTION 


OF Fa k 


Mature and Diverſity of H. ell Torments. 


DEDICATED to the 


PRoTESTANT, GREEK, and Rowmisn 


Delivered in a CONFERENCE with a greater PRo- 
FICIENT in the School of Atheiſm, than the late 
Earl of ROCHESTER. 


This Leviathan died in greater Agonies of Deſpair than 
Francis Spira, the Italian: The Reaſon this Gentleman 
gave for his Infidelity, he ſaid, was the Doctrine of the 


Univerſities, and Schools of Learning; who teach their 


Audience what HELL is not, and not what it really is. 


Am obliged by Command of the deceaſed Gentleman to publiſh 


this Piece. I have here brought in the principal Heads of every 


Article that paſt in our Conference; tho' I have ſuited the Diſcourſe, 
as if I was ſpeaking to the Audience of every Kingdom and State, 
and to all Perſons in particular, 

Tris Modern Leviathan died in greater Agonies of Deſpair, than 
Francis Spira ; his Parts, his Learning, his Politeneſs, and Argu- 
ments exceeded thoſe of that Italian. This Infidel may be recorded 
as a Prodigy of the Age, in his Life, and in his End. 
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Som Hours before his Departure, he laid a ſtrict Injunction upon 
me to draw 7 the chief Arguments that paſt between us, and t0 
Wor 


preſent the k to the Reverend Clergy of all Perſuaſions. 

TEE Reaſon he gave for his Infidelity, he ſaid, was the Doctrine 
of the Univerſities, and Schools of Learning; who teach their Au— 
dience what Hell is not, and not what it really is: And indeed I haye 
thought for many Years, that our Divines have erred in that very 
Point, which I fear hath rather added Proſelites to Atheiſm, than any 
way ſerved to extinguiſh the Midnight Councils of thoſe Leviathan. 
They now appear in all Companies and Converſations, to corrupt the 
Minds and Morals, even of the learned and wiſeſt Part of Mankind, 

Iv Duty to my God, and to the Church Militant, I have drawn 
this Scene of Atheiſm, in all the lively Colours that my Thought or 
Genius could conceive, or my Pencil deſcribe ; fo that if by any 
Means I may extirpate, from off the Face A. por oe Earth, the 
very Seeds of lnfidelity; and eſtabliſh the Catholic Creed in all Churches 
and Congregations in the Univerſe ; then Fews, Turks and Pagan 
may be converted, and have Faith in a Crucified Meſſias, who ſuf- 
fered upon the Bleeding Croſs without the Gates of Feruſalem, and 
there ſweat Drops of his moſt precious and innocent Blood, for the 
Sake of all Living Mortals, who ever did or ever ſhall own and prac- 
tiſe his holy Rules and Precepts. | 

I now come to preſent the Scene, which draws a Veil of Dark. 
neſs over the greateſt Part, if not all the Chriſtian World, eſpecially 
this ray native Country. | | 

To enter upon the Subject, puts a ſudden Stop to my Meditation, 

I can ſcarce hold the Pencil in my Hand to draw the firſt Line, For, 
TI Find Images, the Likeneſs of the Creator, that breathe in a free 
Air, deny the Being who framed the Univerſe, who by his Almighty 
Power holds in his Hand the Axis'of the Globe, and who, to our 
great Surprize and Wonder, winds up Time as a Clock, and tells us, 
like a repeating or ſtriking Watch, how our Days, Hours, Minutes 
and Moments, together with all viſible Beings, glide on to their fiual 
Period, | | 

My Work, entitled the Meditations of a divine Soul (ten thouſand 
Copies of which have been ſold at Four Shillings each) contain ſeveral 
Tenets of Atheiſm; and now I have an Opportunity of drawing up 
many more Articles on the ſame Subject. 4." 

TRE Gentleman, with whom I had the Conference, was bleſſed 
with admirable Endowments, but his great Misfortune-was to be taint- 
ed with atheiſtical Principles, which occaſioned many Diſputes be- 
tween us, the chief of which are here produced, 

THE Gentleman aſted me what I meant by owning a God. Lan- 
ſwered, it was one main Article of the Chriſtian Faith, and that, it 
he pleaſed, I would tell him more particularly what God was. 
„ What (ſaid he) are you wiſer than Simonides © who being aſked 
« by Hier, King of Sicih, what God was, he demanded a whole 


cc Day 


Mind 


der hi 


leceiv 


(387) 
« Day to conſider of it, which being expired, he deſired two Days 
« more to take the Matter into farther Conſideration ; after the Ex- 
« piration of which, he til] requeſted three other Days, and at laſt 
« had no other Anſwer to return to the King but this, The more hs 
« muſed upon it, the more he might; for the farther he buſied him- 
« ſelf in ſearching into this Matter, the farther he ſtill was from 
« finding it out.“ 
| AGAIN, (ſays he) Plato argued in like Manner concerning the 
Deity, ſaying, What God is I know not. No doubt, urged my 
Friend, but theſe Men were more refined in their Notions, and had 
better Experience in the Knowledge of God, than you can pretend to. 
1 My Reply was, That the citing thole two Authors would avail 
him nothing, and that he took them both in the wrong Senſe, for 
they never diſowned the Being of a Supreme Power, but acknowledged 
they were not capable of comprehending or defining what God was, 
much leſs of repreſenting him to the Eye of human Reaſon ; for, 
Plato ſays, what he is not, that I know. 
BuT my Deſign is to ſhew what God is : Then I affirm him to be 
a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in his Efſence, Wiſdom, 


whom I am now diſcourſing of, condeſcends fo far as to take cogni- 
zance of all the Actions of human Creatures, and has revealed his 
Mind to Mankind. | 

Hz is a glorious God, full of Perfection and Bleſſedneſs; he is All- 
ſufficient in himſelf, without any Meaſure, Bounds or Limits; he 
fills Heaven and Earth with his Power and Majeſty; he is a Ged that 
is preſent at all Times, and in all Places; he was from all Eternity, 
is now, and ever ſhall be, World without End; he is without an 
Manner of Diminution or Alteration, never changing his Will, al- 
tho' he can alter his Work without the Change of his Purpoſe ; he 
is all Eye to ſee, and Ear to hear; and will one Day be all Hand to 
puniſh thoſe daring Mortals that even ſurpaſs in Malice the infernal 
ual WM Fiends, who own a God and tremble at his Preſence : Then he will 
exact a ſtrict Account of all thoſe that preſume to call in Queſtion his 
unlimited Power, more particularly exerted in the creating of all 
eral Things out of nothing, or that diſown his infinite Being; he is juſt 

in all his Decrees and Sentences; a terrible God to thoſe that fall un- 

der his Indignation, but plenteous in Goodneſs to thoſe that believe 
ſed bis divine Attributes, and more eſpecially free in Grace to thoſe that 
int- ¶ come to him for Indulgence, through the Merits of his only Son 
be- Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Tu Gentleman replied, that theſe were common Notions, and 
only Maxims of State, to keep the World in a regular Diſcipline ; 
that the moſt refined Politicians had infuſed them into the Minds of 
others, and that by a long Succeſſion of Ages they were ſo generally 
Received by the credulous and unthinking Part of Mankind, that they 


, became, 


Power, Holineſs, Juſtice and Truth. Nevertheleſs, this great God, - 
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I-67} 
became, as it were, a ſecond Nature, and no Arguments were ſuf. Dae fir 
ciently ſtrong to diſſuade Men from embracing thoſe Principles, But orle 
if you are ſo wiſe (ſays he) as to know what God is, pray diſcover to HPnora 
me how you can be certain there is ſuch a Being. he ma 
I mapt Anſwer, that the Being of God was plainly demonſtrated ender 
by his Works and Wonders, ſuch as the admirable Frame of the Hea- Ninot 
'vens and the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and Stars ; by the various 
Changes and Revolutions that happen in the World, by the wonder. 
ful Peace that conſtantly attends the good Actions of every Man's un 
Life, and the dreadful Horrors that ſeize on the vital Spirits of thoſe 
that wilfully tranſgreſs the Righteous Laws of Heaven, It appears, Nit 
that there is ſuch a Being as a great and mighty God, as well by the 
Teſtimony of the Holy Scripture, as by the general Conſent of Na- 


tions both Barbarous and Civilized. | Bo! 
Tux Gentleman replied, that there was ſome ſhew of Reaſon in ug, h. 
the Subject I had now been diſcourſing of: He aſked me if I had any rofeſſ 
Thing more to ſay upon this Head, that he might be farther ſatisfied proſpe 
ime « 


of the Original of the World; and that it did not proceed from na- 
tural Cauſes, as was his Opinion, and that of many who bore the 
Character of great and learned Men in this and former Ages. 

My Anſwer was: I doubted not but I ſhould convince him and the ear ov 
politeſt Man now living, that the World was created by a ſupreme will be 
Being, and that it was not, as he and other Scepticks vainly fancy'd, 
the — of Atoms, or any other Natural Cauſe. 

Ix your Society (ſays 1) affirms there is no God, tell me what itis 
that ſupports this mighty Fabrick of the Univerſe, where thou liveſt, 

: moveſt, and haſt thy Being; ſhew me the Reaſon of the ebbing and 
flowing of the vaſt Ocean, or what it is that keeps its boiſterous Ways Leviath 
within their due Bounds. | : pref o! 

LET me know why the Moon ſhould have a greater Influence on Bes1 
the Waters, and human Bodies, than that glorious Luminary which broke, \ 
ſhines by Day, or the Millions of Stars that appear by Night. Te zem 
me who it was that created the firſt Man, or by whoſe Power he came of Life 


together 


to breathe ; if thou ſayeſt he ſprung out of the Earth by Nature, wh AFT 
does not that Nature produce more of the ſame Kind, without tb Diſ 
mutual Correſpondence of different Sexes ? Otherwiſe, bring me but I To 
one ſolid Argument, to prove that it is Nature, and nothing elle of the ( 
which makes ſuch a viſible Diſtinction in every Face, tho? we ate al value th 
apparently made of the ſame Shape and Form. cation, 
Was it Nature that prompted Baynam the Martyr, when he de firſt 
clared at the Stake, to the Multitude of Spectators, that he felt no mor! the ſam 
Pain in the Flames, than in a Bed of Down; nay, added he, '7:s tance o 
ſweet to me as a Bed of Roſes. otion: 
Was it Nature that excited Biſhop Ferrer to tell the People, befor I wx 
he went to the Place of Execution, to this Effect; If [ Hir in 1 lowing 


Fire, believe not my Doctrine; and accordingly he remained fix'd and 
unmoy'd in the midſt of all his Tortures, Ne 


6 
Now I peremptorily challenge thee, O daring Atheiſt, to bring me 
ne fingle Inſtance, that an Unbeliever did at any Time convince the 
orld by a Miracle, that there is no God ; nay, thou art altogether 
vnorant of the Productions of Natural Cauſes for canſt thou explain 
de manner how the Embrio is form'd in its Mother's Womb, how its 
ender Limbs are brought to their perfect Shape, how it proceeds every 
linute in its inſenſible Growth, how its Nouriſhment is received and 
tributed to all the Parts of that dark Priſon, and how at laſt it force- 
bly breaks through the Bars of it to breathe in a free Air? Or canſt 
hou make it appear by what Means the Soul is infuſed into the human 
Jody, how it exerciſes its ſeveral Faculties in thoſe ſecret Receſſes, or 
ow it operates on the Animal Spirits? Nay, canſt thou give me an 
kccount of the Vegetation of Plants, or ſhew how the Graſs grows 
nder thy Feet. | 
BuT Des, If thou ſayeſt there is no ſupreme and omnipotent Be- 
ng, how comes it to paſs that the moſt Part, if not all thoſe of your 
rofeflion, are in ſo great a Conſternation when they come within the 
proſpect of Eternity? Are ye wiſer than all the Reſt of Mankind ia 
ime of Health, and ſuch Fools when ye come to die, as to diſcoyer 
ſo many Signs of Fear, Horror and Amazement | | 
One of the greateſt Proficients in that mad Learning could not for- 
ear owning at laſt, that when Reaſon is againſt a Man, then a Man 
will be againſt Reaſon. Another Claſſick Author in the School of 
\theiſm, when he lay on his Death-Bed, cry'd out for a Light, and 
2 Guard to watch with him, leſt the Devil ſhould tear him to Pieces. 
ANOTHER eminent Atheiſt being juſt ready to expire, one aſked 
im what he now thought of God ? — he replied; { am al- 
together in the Dark. And it is alſo reported, that Holbes, that famous 
Leviathan of Malmſbury, drawing near his End, let fall the like Ex- 
preflion, ſaying, Now I am about to fetch a Leap in the Dark. 
BEsipEs theſe Perſons, I could name the Earls of Roche/ter and Pem- 
brike, with many others, who before their Death were fill'd with A- 


fell nazement at the Thoughts of their Infidelity and unaccountable Courſe 
zel of Life. 

vill AFTER my above-mentioned Friend had given Ear for ſome Time to 
ny Diſcourſe, he frankly own'd I had made ſome Impreſſion upon him. 


I ToLD him, I looked upon an 2 fit for the Converſation only 
of the Crazy and Lunatick; and that I admired that Gentlemen, who 
value themſelves on Account of their Politeneſs, Philoſophy and Edu- 


at firſt confuſedly huddled together, and placed by mere Chance in 
the ſame excellent Order as they now appear, without the Aſſiſ- 
tance of a ſupreme Power. I aſked him how abſurd were all his 
Notions concerning the Creation of the World ! 


I wiLL now (fays I) confute your erroneous Opinion by the fol- 
lowing familiar Inſtances, + | 
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SUPPOSE a thouſand of green Leaves were torn to Pieces, and ſhake, 
in a Bag, then let the moſt inquiſitive Naturaliſt obſerve, whether ſony 
lucky future Chance will bring their ſeparate Particles together again 
ſo as to appear in their former Shape, and as entire as when they wer 
growing on the Tree. 


AGAIN; Suppoſe a Flight of Birds, taken in a Snare, to be hood 
winked, and let fly one by one every Minute, let the moſt diſcernigy 


Judgment conſider, whether Fortune or natural Cauſes is capable of d. 


dering the Buſineſs ſo wiſely, that they all meet the next Morning 


tho” blind in the uſual Manner, on a certain Buſh, or little Hedge. 
Tus E Miracles are far more likely to happen, (a thouſand Time 
over) than that the vaſt Fabric of the Univerſe ſhould be fo made hy 
mere Chance, without the Help of an infinite Being, or that by nz 
tural Light ſhould ſpring out of Darkneſs, to bring forth the whole 


Race of Man and all other living Creatures ; to appoint a regular Suc. 


ceſſion of Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter; to frame the yon. 
der Element in the viſible Heavens, and to fix there the Stars wit 
the reſt of thoſe high Orders. 8 | 

Dip natural Cauſes dig the Grave of the deep Ocean, and diſtillſ 
much W ater as to fill up its deep unfathomable Caverns ? Can Natur 
ſet its Bounds, or is it poſſible that the Sea ſhould make ſo prodigiou 
a Cavity of its own Accord? Can Nature command the Clouds to weg 
ſuch Floods of Tears as may ſerve to fill up that empty Space, or eve1 
to let fall ſuch a Quantity of Rain, to ſupply thoſe numerous Riven 
that run into the Channels of the vaſt Ocean? Can Nature cauſe tht 
Rocks to uſher out Streams, and raiſe Fountains under the Surface 
the Earth, to fill the Springs that diffuſe themſelves through the hidden 
Windings of the Earth, and run down the little Rivulets in filen 
Streams, to quench the Thirſt of living Beings? _ 

Is it Nature that firſt created the Multitude of airy Inhabitants whict 
fly in the liquid Air, or that firſt gave a Being to the Fiſhes who tak: 
their Ranges through the unſeen Paths in the Ocean and the little R. 
vers? Canſt thou ſo much as traverſe the crooked Ways of the indul- 
trious Ant, that runs in the Day-time to her Chambers, loaded wit 
her Winter Proviſions. | 

IF (ſays I) your Society of Athei/ts cannot in your Councils perforn 


ſo much as this one Act of the Ant, diſband yourſelves, retire in de. 


'cret, and be ſeen no more. | 

AFTER the Gentleman had attended ſome Time longer to my Dit 
courſe, he own'd that my Arguments were ſtrong : But urg'd, ſuppole 
they were Truth, yet he could not be induced to believe that there wa 
any Heaven prepared for good Men, or a Hell for Reprobates; ani 


that his Opinion of the Deity was, that as for any Concern about Mat- 
ters of Religion, he took it to be a needleſs Trouble, neither could h 


be perſuaded of a divine Providence that rules over the World, or is | 


any wiſe interefted in the Management of ſublunary Affairs; __ 
| 1 


(9) W 
te that ſuch a glorious and mighty Being as I had deſcribed, was not to 
nel be moved by the Petitions of ſo frail a Creature as Man. | | 
un, I aNSWER'D: I was ſurpriſed to ſee a Gentleman of his Parts and 
er Learning entertain ſo mean an Opinion of an omnipotent Being and 

all- ſeeing God. Nay, I told him he plainly confuted himſelf, for if my 
00. former Arguments had convinced him of a ſupreme Diety that reigns 
uw in Glory, he muſt needs attain to the Belief, that he is moſt wiſe and 
oil almighty. Then it follows, that God will be pleaſed with Mankind, 
in; who ſo much reſembles himſelf; ſince Truth and Goodneſs are to be 
ge. found in ſome Meaſure in a rational Creature, but moſt tranſcendently 
ma in God. Therefore it may reaſonably be inferr'd, that God will con- 
vB deſcend ſo low as to hear the Prayers of thoſe that come to him with a 
BY full Belief of his infinite Mercy, and that there is a Reward for all 
„oe good Men in a future State, and a Place of endleſs Pain for the Vile 
uc-B and Vicious; fo that whatever he might think to the contrary now, 
on. he would find it to be the natural Reſult of ſuch Courſes of Life, as 
ug well as the Juſtice of God, in rewarding the Righteous, and afflicting 
| the Wicked, according to their reſpective Actions. | 
ill Bur to render the Matter ſtill more intelligible, he that once admits 
tur the Being of a God, who created all Things out of the confuſed Chaos, 
1018 and an empty Space, muſt needs allow that he takes a particular Care 
Ve: of all Beings of his own Creating, which were the Work of ſix Days. 
eng It is evident, it can be no Manner of Difficulty for ſo high an Order as 
ven God is, to obſerve the Thoughts and Actions of Man. His Word 
alone without any farther Trouble can govern the World with a ſtrict 
ed and regular Diſcipline. Then what reaſonable Perſon can imagine 
aden (except a weak Atheiſt) that this original Fountain of Wiſdom in the 
ven Abſtract ſhould raiſe ſo noble a Fabrick as the Works of Nature, and 
at the ſame take no Thoughts about it, but let all go to Ruin and 
| Confuſion. Concerning which Point I thus delivered my Thoughts 
to the Gentleman: Was God to withdraw his Hand from under- 
* neath our Globe of Earth, in that very Inſtant the Sun would be 
* eclipſed, the Moon veiled, the Stars clouded, the Element dark- 
* end, and the whole Univerſe, and all the high Powers that now 
appear to our View, would immediately ſink and fall down into its 
original Chaos, a mere nothing.“ | 
As ſoon as I had ended, my Friend ſeem'd to be in a Study. In a few 
Minutes he anſwered, I will grant, that there is a God who created the 
Univerſe, and a Providence that now rules upon the Earth: But if ſacred 
Writ be the Word of Truth, as you ſay it is, wherein does infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy conſiſt, to puniſh his own Image, Man, to e- 
ternal Ages, only for a few natural Errors, committed in this momen- 


Jay Scene of Life? The Pain to be inflicted is no leſs than to dwell 
ale m everlaſting Fire. Theſe are the very Words of ſacred Writ; and 
51 your Divines tell the Audience, in their Diſcourſes, that our material 
ire here on Earth is nothing in Compariſon to the Burnings in - ell. 

| IR, 


ciety, that there is no God, no Providence, no Heaven, and no Hell. 


610) 


Sts, ſays he, if you fail in anſwering this very Article to the datiſ- 
faction of our Council of Atheiſis, as you are pleaſed to call us, all that 
you have hitherto ſaid of the Greatneſs and Forgiveneſs of God to his 

reatures will avail you little; your Doctrine will then overturn the 
Faith of your Church Militant, and eſtabliſh the Opinions of our So- 


I answERED: If Man was to live forever, he would fin forever, 
and violate the righteous Laws of his God; and that I found he had 
little Knowledge in ſacred Record, but took the Texts as the Words 
run, without any farther expounding, or Conſideration of their true 
Senſe and Meaning. 

Six (continued I) you fancy you have ſtarted a Queſtion which is 
unanſwerable. But the God, in whom I believe, hath inſtructed me 
ſo far as to expound his Word, and give you a ſatisfactory Reply con- 
cerning his Juſtice in puniſhing Man to Eternity. I doubt not but 
what I am going to treat of will convince your whole Council of 4. 
thei/ts of your weak Arguments now propoſed to me, tho' you think 
them very ſtrong and nervous. I alſo believe, and may reaſonably ex- 
pect, that the Doctrine I here lay down, may be of uſe to all the U. 
niverſities and Schools of Learning in Europe, I ſay, they have err'd 
in the Article I am going to treat of; and, in my Opinion, have not, 
in their Writings and Sermons, kept up to the ſtrict Rules of the Bi- 
ble. I doubt not but I ſhall ſtrike you ſilent, and that my Arguments 
will be of ſuch Force as not to be anſwered, either by you, or the 
Proteſlant, Greek and Romiſh Churches. And now I come to hey 
what the Puniſhments of Hell really are, and what they are not. 

I Do not know but the Truths J am going to deliver may be reſent: 
ed by many, who value themſelves upon Account of their Under- 
ſtanding in Scripture Knowledge, and the Greek and Hebrew Lan. 
guages; and ſo much the more, becauſe I never took Orders in the 
Church, nor have either Philoſophy or Learning equal with them: 
However, I can't die in Peace, till I have deliver'd my Thoughts up- 
on this very important Subject, 

I ToLD' the Gentleman, I could not vindicate the Juſtice of the 
great God in a more proper and diſtinguiſhing Manner, nor act a bet 
ter Part for- the Salvation of immortal Souls, than by ſhewing whit 
the Puniſhments of Hell really are; not Fire nor Brimſtone ; nt 
Furnaces of Lead, nor Coppery of boiling Oil; tho' it is true, ths 
State of Hell is repreſented in Scripture by everlaſting Burnings, 
Brimſtone, and many other Metaphors of the like Nature. 


SEVERAL ancient and modern Divines, of this and other Nation 


have undertaken to deſcribe Hell as a Place of material Fire; they hart 
proceeded ſo far as to aftirm, that there is as much Difference betwee 
the ſcorching Flames of Hell and thoſe that are felt on Earth, in ol 
material Fire, as there are between a painted and real Fire. 


In) 
ö T HAVE heard Miniſters, of all Perſuaſions, eſpecially the Di ſſen- 
| ters, tell their Audience, that to be caſt into a Cauldron of boiling 
; Lead is but a Flea-bite, a little Sting, in Compariſon of the infernal 
© WW Furnace, where wicked Reprobates ſhall ſuffer endleſs Pains to all 
Eternity. Good God ! what a Sort of Doctrine is this, to teach in 
our Cathedrals, Churches and Meeting-Houſes ! what does this Doc- 
trine make the eternal God to be! who, in the very AbſtraR, is 


d Goodneſs, Mercy, Pity, Forbearance, and Forgiveneſs; my Fleſh 
eren trembles when I hear the Almighty charged with Severities that 
ae diveſt him at once of all his divine and excellent Attributes. 

| To apply an Allegory : Should we ſee an earthly Monarch take 
0 2 Traitor, guilty of the higheſt and blackeſt Crimes, and torture 


him with red hot Irons in ſeveral Parts of his Body every Day, 
for the Space of three Months only, ſhould not we record this Prince, 
nn our own Breaſt, cruel and tyrannical? It would diveſt him of all 


rh CO Pity and Mercy, The Application is eaſy, and the Em- 
| em juſt. 
U. y Conceptions of Hell are the reverſe of the Doctrines I have 
4 heard in Churches and Meeting- Houſes. The Precepts I ſhall lay 
"WW down, in reſpect to the State of Hell, I hope will be taken as a far- 
= cher Confirmation of the Old and New Teftament, and extirpate thoſe 
a blind Notions that ſerve only to perplex the Spirits of good Men, 
3 and to contenance Atbeiſis in their Infidelity, 

I THINK it muſt of Neceſſity be acknowledged, that many Paſſages 
e or ſacred Writ are prophetical, ſome parabolical, and others myſtical. 
. In ſeveral Places Hell is repreſented to our View in the Likeneſs of 
* Things here on Earth, that it may the better reach our Capacities : 
_— _ it couches the Deſcription of Hell, under ſeveral figurative Ex- 

preſſions, | 

” TE Emblems preſented in Scripture are recorded to ſuit our Ap- 


prehenſions, and for no other End. Therefore I ſhall keep cloſe to the 
u ¶ Scope and true Meaning of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; 2nd I cannot 
| but promiſe myſelf, that what I have to deliver will effectually re- 
the 
vr. nove many Doubts in wavering and unſtable Hearts, as to the Pu- 
niſhments in Hell,which they look upon with great Dread and Horror, 
and cannot explain the Text, their Capacities will not take it in. 
HERE I muſt profeſs, I neither do, nor ever did believe, fince I 
ame to the Knowledge of a Man, that there was, is, or ever ſhall 
be, any material or other Fire made Uſe of in the lower Regions for 
he everlaſting Puniſkment of frail Man, on Account of a few Errors 
46> acted in a ſhort ang momentary Life, tho' he does fin more than ſe- 
en Times a Day, | 
I Tart Hel] 4 be in all Places where God is abſent, both in the 
reſent and in the future State; I take Hell to be a guilty and wound- 
d Conſcience, And this undoubtedly proves, that there is a Hell to 
| B 2 puniſh 
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„ 
puniſh the Wicked in this World, and another when Time ſhall be 
no more; one is of a ſhort Duration, the other to endleſs Ages. 

I wiLL endeavour to ſhew, with all the Perſpicuity imaginable, 
what the Pains of an eternal Hell are; and that will deſcribe to the 
meaneſt Capacities what a temporal Hell is, a ſeared and wounded 
_ Conſcience, | | 

HAvING laid down my Opinion, that there never was, is, or ſhall 
be, any material or other Fire in Hell, to puniſh Sinners in the un- 
ſeen Life, my Reaſons for it are theſe: 

THE Soul of Man is a Breath of Life infuſed by an Almighty Be- 
ing, and not a bodily Subſtance, that is capable of undergoing any 
Miſery by corporal Pains, of what Kind ſoever they may be ſuppoſed 
to be. It is certain, God ordained corporal Puniſhment for material 

and mortal Beings, and not for immaterial and immortal Spirits. 
I Have often admired, that Men, otherwiſe of ſound Judgment, 
ſhould depart ſo far from the true Senſe and Meaning of the Holy Bi. 
ble, as to hold, that there is a material or any other Fire in Hell to 
be inflicted upon undone Souls; and, indeed, it is ſo great a Contra 
diction to Divinity and ſound Reaſon, that I take it to be an abſurl 
Error, much of the ſame Nature with that of the Romiſb Church, who 
blindly believe Tranſubſtantiation, and I know not what middle State 
of Purgatory. Neither is there any Occaſion to make Hell work 
than it really is, or for Divines to perſuade the Audience there is ſome- 
thing in Hell, which, upon due Examination, will be found to hae 
no real Exiſtence, 

We may as well treat of the true Nature of Hell as of what it i 
not, which would tend much more to extinguiſh the Principles of 
Atheiſts than a different Practice. | | 

THERE is no Text, in the Old or New Teflament, that ſpeaks of 
any material Fire in Hell, or that loſt Souls are to be tormented in the 
future State with the ſame Tortures that are inflited on Fleſh and 
Blood. I could bring other Arguments to eſtabliſh this Doctrine; but, 
I think, thoſe already produced are ſufficient to be laid before a Body 
of Divines, and what, I think, cannot be anſwered by either of our 
Univerſities. | 

T HESoul of a Reprobate undoubtedly enters into the State of Hell im- 
mediately after it hath left the Body ; for my Opinion is, that in the very 
Moment we ceaſe to breathe, the Spirit takes it's Flight directly toGod's 
private Bar of Juſtice, there to receive it's final Verdict of Acquittanceot 
Condemnation; the Soul will then know the Fate that muſt attend it. 

I wiLL now lay down my Sentiments what the Pains of Hell wil 
be after the final Reſurrection of the Dead, and the general Judg- 


ment and Day of Reckoning are over. 
AT this great Aſſize the Righteous will be ſeparated from the Wick- 
ed, and the incorruptible Body united to its immortal Spirit. At the 
Time 


. 

Time that grand Seſſions ſhall break up, and the holy Judge, the ſas 
cred Trinity, diſſolve the tremendous Tribunal, what Scene will then 
appear! The Condemned will enter into the Priſon, their everlaſting 
Habitation, and the Gate ſhut, never to be opened more: Then the ſpa- 
cious Curtain will be drawn over thoſe amazing and gloomy Clouds; 
a Night that ſhall never dawn to Day; an Eternity that will find no 
period; a Space of Ages that will paſs on never to be ſpent; Nights 
that can't be number'd. What is this Scene but the thick Vallance of 
Heaven, to overſhadow thoſe confined Priſoners from the Sight of the 
glorious Regions where God reigns ! 

Turs is the Deſcription of Hell; there are no Burnings, but the 
immaterial Stings of Conſcience. Was I a Divine, and ſhould teach 
any other Doctrine than this, I fear my Diſcourſes would make but 
few Proſelytes. Hell is only the withdrawing the Almighty's Preſence 
and Favour; and where the divine Eſſence can't be found, we ma 
know what the Pains of that eternal State will be, in the Abyſs of 
Darkneſs, by our own Experience here on Earth. If my Mind, 
which is my Soul, is filled with Guilt and Confuſion, I am miſera- 
ble, let my Coffers be ever fo full of Treaſure. 

Ir my Mind, which is the infuſed Breath of Chriſt, be poſſeſſed 
with Peace and Joy, I am really happy; and it is to me an earthly 
rl BF Paradiſe, tho' my Circumſtances go not beyond the Sphere of juſt the 
ne- Wt Neceſſaries of Life. This is an Emblem of the Streams of Pleaſure the 
ave BY Righteous will be entertained with, when their Spirits arrive beyond 

the Firmament and glittering Stars: This is an Emblem what ſhall be 
it 3 ¶ the Entertainment of the Guilty in the unſeen Priſon of thick Darkneſs. 
> of Hap I begun and ended my Diſcourſe of the Pains to be endured 
in the inviſible Hell, and deſcribed the Rewards of Virtue and Inno- 
s of WW cence in the inviſible Heaven, theſe few Lines are ſo clear and full, 
the WF that they may ſatisfy the Learned as well as the Illiterate in their 
and Principles what are the Joys of Heaven, and what are the Pains of 
but, Hell in both Worlds. | 
ody Ar the End of my Diſcourſe I aſked the Gentleman what Anſwer 
our he had to return; he ſaid, he was now convinced that my Doctrine 
was true and agreeable to ſound Reaſon, and was not to be confuted 
im- either by the — of Atbeiſts, or by the whole Body of Divines. 
very I My Philoſophy (ſays he) can't contradict this Article, it is beyond my 
r00's I Sphere to diſpute any longer with you. 
ceo Hap your Clergy preached up this Doctrine, I had never been an 
| it. WW 4thei/? ; for I ever took it to be inconſiſtent with Reaſon that frail 
will Man was to dwell in everlaſting Fire, made hotter than a Furnace 
udg*W of boiling Lead. 5 
SIR, ſays he, it is now too late for my Soul to obtain Salvation, I am 
/ick- ¶ damned for ever. Curſed be the Day when I called into Queſtion the 


— tremendous Being. Curſed be the Hour that diſown'd God, who created 
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the Heavens and the Earth. Curſed be the Moment when ] breath'q 
or came into this naked World; I have ſinned with Judas, and can. 
not repent. Here he took his Leave of me in Agonies of Defpair. 

IT HEARD no farther from him till he received his Summons to die. 
At Midnight he ſent for me, to come and make a Viſit in his laſt Mo- 
ments. I aroſe and went, and he embraced me in his Arms with the 
Affections of a Friend. 

Six, ſaid he, I have committed the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that can't be forgiven in neither World. I have ſinned againſt the Light 
of Nature, I have ſinned againſt my Jeſus, and I have finned again} 
the Conflicts of my own Thoughts, In the Interim a Divine came in; 
upon which I retired. The next Morning I made him another Viſt, 
and from that Time I attended him three or four Hours every Day, 
till the Time he was tranſlated into a Lifeleſs Image void of Motion, 
void of Pulſe, and void of Breath. 

DurinG my Viſits, through Divine Mercy he had his Senſes pre. 
ſerved in a wonderful Manner. When I came the ſecond Time, which 
was on a Sabbath-day, I aſked him what made him fo dejected in his 
Spirits? Lift up your Soul (ſays I) to the Habitation of your God; 


there is Mercy to be obtained, tho' your Sins are innumerable, even 


more than the Hairs of your Head, Dread not to leave this Vale of 
Miſery, and the Converſation of Sinners; their Company clouds the 
Soul, and throws the Mind and Spirit into an Eclipſe. 

ALas! (ſays he) I am not atraid to die; I could meet Death with 


as much Courage as I have encountered an Enemy in the Field of Bat- 
- tle, and embrace it as freely as ever I did any Friend whom I entirely 


loved; for tho' I have great earthly Poſſeſſions, I ſee nothing in this 
viſible State that is worth the Pains of keeping. 

I HAVE been wiſe and fooliſh; in my Youth I was ſober and vir- 
tuous, in my middle Age I have been vile and vicious: Now I diſcern 
the Difference between a Believer and an Atheiſt. My ſtrongeſt Ar- 
guments at our Conference were no more than the Fallacy of a few 
airy Repartees, not capable to elude a thinking Man. Had I been ſen- 
ſible in Time of Health, of the Conſequence of Atheiſm, I had never 
endured the Convictions that now lie heavy upon my Spirits: They 


fink me down below myſelf, they are heavier than I can utter, ot 


you are capable to conceive, 

I sURvEY beyond a temporal Death: The Dread you perceive in 
me derives from the near Approach I make to the Night of Darkneſs, 
veiled from the Eye of my God, and the Eye of my Jeſus, 


I ToLD him, if he did not fall into Agonies of Deſpair (the deep- 
eſt Hell) Chriſt's Merits were ſufficient to atone for his Atheiſm ; his 


Blood was ſpilt to fave the Soul of Judas (who firſt denied, and then 
betrayed him) on Condition he had humbled himſelf at the Throne of 
Grace for Mercy. | 


found 
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T INTREATED him to diſperſe thoſe black Clouds that ſtruck ſuch 
amazing Thoughts in his Mind: Deſpair (ſays I) is the Torment of 
confined Souls in Hell, that never expect to be releaſed out of the ever- 
laſting Dungeon. 9 
Ar theſe Expreſſions the Gentleman ſighed: Oh! Sir (ſays he) 1 
he am loſt for ever, my Pain can never be greater when I come to dwell 
vim the Damned; my Soul is now ſo wounded that it muſt die; I 
* ſhall never ſee the Face of Chriſt, till he aſſigns me over to the Re- 
. Mcions that you deſcribed to me in our Conference. 
"| HERE the Gentleman ſtopt, his Eyes diſtilled Water: How ſhall | 
I (fays he) be able to endure the Stings of my Atheiſtical Principles? 


fe How ſhall I be able to undergo the Remembrance of my vicious Courſe 
. of Life? How fhall I be able to live in an Abyſs of Deſpair? My 
= Crimes far exceed thoſe of Francis Spira: He was never ſo wicked as 

l have been; he never entertained ſuch Thoughts of God as I have 
re. one: If there are any Diſtinctions or Degrees in Hell, I ſhall ſwim 
ich in lower Streams of Miſery than the Jes, who crucified the Son of 


his od, and put him to an open Shame. 

THESE Agonies of Deſpair pierc'd my very Soul; they raiſed Paſ- 
ſons in me not to be expreſſed. I fat filent for ſome Minutes, before 
I returned an Anſwer. I ran thro' many Texts of Scripture, to know 
hat Words were moſt ſuitable to the Gentleman's Caſe. At laſt I ſpoke, 
and bid him believe and rehearſe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. I 
bid him repent, and prepare to receive the ſacred Elements, to eat that di- 

ineBread and drink that generous Wine, inRemembrance of what was 
done for him at the Tree, without the Gates of Jeruſalem. Look (ſays I) 
on that bloody Croſs, and ſay with the Sinner that then was crucified 
with his God; Lord, remember me when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom; 
hoſe Anſwer was, This Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 

Tris Malefactor was one Minute an Atheiſt in Chriſt, an unbeliev- 
ng Few; the next a Chriſtian Penitent; and in a Moment his Pardon 


8 Nas ſeal'd and his Soul gone to the Regions of Glory, to reign with 
fort eſus. I told him, there was ſtill the ſame God, ſtill the ſame 
vu daviour, ſtill the ſame Forgiveneſs, and till the ſame Mercy to be 


found upon his Faith in the Goſpel. | 
Six (ſays he) my Life, my Converſation, my Company, my 
houghts, have been ſuch Floods of Wickedneſs, ſuch Streams of 
niquity, that they went beyond the Merits of Chriſt to pardon. 

I DESIRED him not to ſuffer his Deſpair to run higher than that of 
rancis Spira, or any Atheiſt recorded in the Hiſtories of paſt Ages: 
\emember Thomas the Apoſtle (ſays I) he was one of the twelve Diſ- 


mo ples, an Unbeliever as well as you; his Crimes were little leſs than 
then itheiſm ; he called in queſtion the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and would 


ot be eſtabliſhed in the Faith, till he thruſt his Hand into the wound- 
d Side of his holy Jeſus; he would not believe, till he ſaw the Prints 


IO 1 


—— 


Sorrows with mine, the Time is ſhort, in a little while my Spiri 


1 


of the Nails in his ſacred Hands and Feet: Nevertheleſs, his Saviour 


had Compaſſion on his Infirmities, and brought him to the Truth of 
what he before doubted : If you periſh, (ſays 1) let it be at the Pool of 
Betheſda, or at the Throne of God's Goodneſs and Mercy. 

TE Gentleman anſwered, that the Ark of Mercy could never be 
thrown open to him, who had argued for many Years ſo ſtrongly a. 
gainſt the Being and Work of his Creator. 

SIR (ſaid he) my Crimes are ſo numerous, that I can't diſperſe the 
Thoughts of Deſpondency ; tho' I ſhould proſtrate myſelf never ſo 
low at the Feet of Jeſus, and there weep Day and Night for ten thou. 
fand Hours (and I have ſcarce ſo many Minutes to live) how can | 
then look up for Salvation, and hope for Pardon. 

I ToLD him a Change tho' late would be accepted, and that he might 
be certain of Salvation; for that the Treaſury of Chriſt's Mercy wx 
never exhauſted, and the Fountain of his Blood could never be ſpent, 

SIR (ſays I) what you do muſt be done preſently. I find the Time 
of your Diſſolution is near. Inſtantly ſtrive, ſummons up the prin- 
cipal Articles of Faith, overcome that Spirit of Deluſion which ſug. 
geſts to you there is no Pardon, no God to be reconciled, and that 
your Sins are of too deep a ſcarlet Dye, to be blotted out of the Bock 
of Life; caſt away thoſe deſpairing Thoughts, they are the cunninz 
Devices of the grand Enemy of Man's Salvation, 

Sin (ſays he) the Time of Grace is gone, take no Compaſſion of ny 
Soul, nor wreſtle any longer with the Almighty in Prayer for me; 
vile Atheiſt, a Monſter in Nature. I feel the Wrath of Heaven op- 
preſs me, my Calamities are great, they lie heavy upon my Soul, | 
am already as much in Hell, as if I was in that beyond the Grave; 
there can be no hotter Hell than this I now endure. Equal not you 


will be gone to the Regions you repreſented to me of loſt Souls cloud- 
ed in Darkneſs, hid from the Twilight of the Day; a Night never u 
dawn; Now (ſays he) my Breath comes ſhort, my Spirits are faint 
and my Mind perplexed; the Agonies of Deſpair are upon me, tht 
Pains of Death have ſeized my Nerves; I am retiring to my laſt Port 
and near my Arrival at the Gate of Eternity. 

ErERNIT V, Eternity! that long Eternity! O profound Eternity! 
how ſhall I meaſure thy Dimenſions? where ſhall I go to find an En 
of Eternity? am I to fink down the Eddies of Eternity, and nee 
find a Period, never ſee an End of my Sufferings! is this to be m 
Habitation! is this the Reward of Atheiſm! is this the Portion of 
Unbelievers in Chriſt! is this the Recompence of Sin! What! tho 
there is no Fire to burn, there is a Conſcience to ſting; Pains ſuf 
Cient for the Frailties of Man's ſhort Life. 

Now (ſays he) I am at the Point of my Journey's End; I ſtan 
at the very Brink of Eternity, at the Gate of that Hell, in whid 


yo 
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voa vindicated the Juſtice of God in not puniſhing his Images with 
Everlaſting Fire and Burnings; Tortures (actording to your Clergy) 
not inferior to that of being broiled” upon a Gridiron, or chained 
in a Furnace of boiling Lead. I never looked upon that Doctrine to 
conſiſt with Divine Mercy. I am damned, in that I arraigned that 
high Power, and called his Divine Attributes into Queſtion, Why 
did not God call back that Hour, that Minute, and that Moment, 
when I firſt ſtarted my atheiſtical Queſtions to you? And why did I 
not then inſtantly periſh and die ? The Anſwers you gave me in 
our Conferences may keep Millions of Souls out of everlaſting De- 
ſtruction. The Arguments you then preſented will live to the laſt 
Generations; = will ſtand as Records, till Time centers in Eter- 
nity : Now the Church Militant will teach your Doctrine, that 
there is no material nor any other Fire in Hell but the bitter Agonies 
of Deſpair. | 
J intreated my dying Friend, that if he was thus perſuaded of 
what Hell really is, and what it is not, he would be ſo good to his 
dear Soul, as to repent of his Errors and go out of the World with 
ook Re ſtedfaſt Faith; for the Arm of Mercy (tho' late) would be ex- 
nin tended to him, as it was to the Malefactor upon the Croſs. 
Rewin (ſays I) a Truſt in Jeſus ; there is ftill Balm in Gilad, and 
mg Phyſician there. | 
nei CHRIST faid, I did not come into the World to fave the Righte- 
o- ous, but to pardon the greateſt and worſt of Sinners. | 
. 1 I ToLD him, that tho' he had committed the Crimes of ten 
thouſand Reprobates, yet the Merits and precious Blood of Jeſus 
was a ſufficient Sacrifice to atone for all. Thus I argued with him 
ill the Time of his Diſſolution; his Senſes were very quick in all 
his Pains, to the very laſt Inſtant, I continued with him, and fat 
lent, to ſee the Struggles between Life and Death, between Soul 
fan and Body. I could ſcarce ſupport Nature to behold his Agonies of 
„e eſpair, and how wiſhfully he looked in my Face; as much as to 
pony, Can't you now fave me from the Wrath to come? Cant't 
you now hide me in Oblivion, where Vengeance may not find me ? 
rnit) There was fixed in his Countenance an Air of Atheiſm, a Man for- 
u Eu ken of God, Juſt before he expired, the Bed, in which he lay, 
ook under him, his Joints were looſened, his Knees knocked 
be mene againſt another, and all the Parts of his Body were in a conti- 
ion Mual Agitation; his Face ſeemed inflamed with the Heat of 
1 thoſe ation, and in the Moment his Spirit took its Flight into the invi- 
 ſuff ible World, there remained as it were ſuch a Picture of Horror, 
hat it is even impoſſible to be expreſſed by Words, or conceived in 
Thoughts. All that I can ſay is, it ſufficiently argues what dreadful 


whicFgonies of Deſpair a Soul is in, that cannot repent, and call upon 
God for Mercy. 


G I HAvE 
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I navr a ſtrict Command laid upon me not to publiſh this 
Gentleman's Name, he being deſcended from a noble and religious 


Family; and there are others of the Name who may be apt to re- 
ſent it as an Indignity ; beſides, he committed ſuch Offences as 


ought not to be retained in the Memory of his Deſcendants. The 
Scene of his Youth was virtuous, modeft and religious; but his 
middle Age ſo irregular, that it can ſcarcely be parallelled. 

 ExcLuDiNG his Vices, his natural Parts and Endowments 
were ſo extraordinary, that they rendered his Converſation agreeable 
to Perſons of the higheſt Rank and Quality, And at any Time, 
when he concealed his atheiſtical Principles, his Diſcourſes were very 
polite and pleaſant, they charmed the Ears of thoſe he converſe 
with ; few Gentlemen of Quality having ever attained to greater 
Perfection in the Art of Speaking; but when his Arguments were 
levelled againſt Scripture and Reaſon, they were eaſily confuted, 
as Atheiſis generally are. It is very diſagreeable to me, in the 
Concluſion of my Diſcourſe, to mention that there are now a Set 
of Men who argue contrary to their own Sentiments, highly op- 
poſing thoſe "Truths which they can't but be convinced of in their 
own Thoughts, whenever they take a Survey of the Works of Na- 
ture, and inquire into the Power of the Divine Eſſence, there to 
ſee his mighty Acts in every little Plant, in every deſpiſeable Weed 
or Blade of Graſs, in the leaſt Creature that creeps upon the Earth; 
there we may behold the Face of God, they ſhew the Wonders of 
his Creation beyond all Contradiction. Do but look thro' a mag- 
nifying glaſs, there you may ſee Multitudes of living Beings fit 
upon a green Leaf or the Bloom of a Plumb ; can this be the Effet 
of natural Cauſes only? Is it not the Energy of God that guides 
and directs all? I here challenge the whole Council of modern 
Atheiſts to diſprove one Point, with all their Philoſophy and Reaſon, 

I musT deliver my Thoughts; I wiſh there were no Athej/ 
that now wear the Robes of Orthodox Divines, and appear in out 
Churches and Cathedrals, and there officiate all the Ceremonies of 
Chriſtianity at the Altar and in the Pulpit. 

I DARE not inquire into the Strictneſs of their Lives, nor run 
thro' the Scenes of their Profaneneſs : But this I am certain of, 
and can confirm it with my dying Breath, that for many Year 
together I have had frequent and familiar Converſation with tht 
moſt principal as well as the inferior Clergy of our eſtabliſhet 
Church, and I have found many of them found in their Faith an 
in their Doctrine, ſtrict in their Lives, humble in their Demeanoui 
and exemplary in their Converſation. 


APPEN 
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AP PRES DD 1 
WHEN the Sun hath undergone her total Eclipſe, the Moon 


and Planets veiled in Darkneſs, the Elements melted away 
as Wax, the Stars fallen from their high Order, and drop down as 
mighty Showers of Hail, and the Earth reduced to its original 
Chaos ; as ſoon as all theſe created Beings are vaniſhed and hid in 
Oblivion, then the Scene of Hell will be preſented to the whole 
Audience of the Wicked that ever breathed upon the Face of the 
whole Ear th, the Priſon Door will be opened, the Condemned muſt 
enter in, Upon this the Divine Eſſence will withdraw, and the 
Gate of Heaven will be ſhut up from their View. 

WHAT is the Fire there ? Cries and Sighs. What is the 
Worm that never dies? The Loſs of Heaven and Glory. What 
is the Smoak of the bottomleſs Pit? Howling and Lamentations, 
What are the Flames and Brimſtone there? The Stings of an ac- 
cuſed Conſcience, What are the weeping, wailing and gnaſhing of 
Teeth there? Deep Groans and Agonies of Deſpair. Theſe are the 
everlaſting Fires ; theſe the Burnings in Hell : No other Flames 
appear in thoſe gloomy and cloudy Regions. 

IF the Scenes here preſented of Hell are not ſoon anſwered by the 


Proteſtant, Greek or Romiſb Church, my Doctrine will be hence- 


forth eſtabliſhed as Orthodox Divinity. 

I HAVE drawn up my own Vindication, and appointed it to be 
publiſhed in one Month after my Deceaſe, to acquit myſelf. of thoſe 
Calumnies raiſed upon me by vile Incendiaries; they have laid 
Crimes to my Charge that I know nothing of. I have ſigned and 
ſealed my Wrongs in my laſt Will and Teſtament, in the Preſence 
and Sight of my God, that knows the Secrets of Hearts. 


From No. 3, in Litl--Ailiffe-Street, Goodman's-Fiells, 
Sabbath-day in the Morning, Oct. 26, 
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10 THR 


CouRTEous READ E R. 


TEILE little TRAcT contains the whole Duty of Chriſtians, Jeus, 

Turks and Pagans. Here are laid down exact Rules to feed 
the Hungry, to cloath the Naked, to relieve the Sick, to releaſe 
Priſoners, and to lay in Coals or other Fuel to comfort diſtreſſed 
Families, Widows and Orphans. 

WHOEVER refuſes to practiſe any one of theſe Acts of Charity, 
his Jeſus, his God, his Mahomet, his Deities, the Sun, the Moon, 
the Stars, the Planets, the Lightning and Thunder, will not fave 
his dear Soul, when his immaterial Spirit arrives at the Gate, in 
the high Regions of the unknown World. 

I oPEN the Scene with my native Country, Great-Britain ; 
the is now veiled under a black Cloud; the whole Hemiſphere of 
her Affairs preſents a melancholy Proſpect; there is a Diſunion 

amongſt her Subjects, Miſtakes in her Councils; the Admiral's 
Fleet and the Forces aboard have loſt their Voyage, and the in- 
tended ſecret Expedition, by contrary Winds, or want of prudent 
Conduct in the Pilots that ſteer the Helm of Government; her ex- 
pected Victories are vaniſhed into Miſt, Vapours and Air, a mere 
nothing, | 

WINTER is come, War proclaimed, Trade dead, Proviſions 
dear, Money ſcarce, and the Number of the Poor increaſe ; they 
come in upon us like a diſbanded Army, hungry and naked. 

Had I a Voice louder than Thunder, every Article ſhould be 
publickly read at all Market-Croſſes throughout the Face of the 
- Farth, for the Benefit of all that labour under the Pain of Hunger 
or Nakedneſs ; and muſt be relieved by Charity, or they periſh and 
die. Their Deaths, their Martyrdoms, their Groans and innocent 
Blood, ſhall never be laid to my Charge upon Account of my di- 
lence. The Sight of Miſery ſpins my Affections into Pity. | 

REMEMBER that the five Charities recited in this Work are not 
intended to maintain idle Vagrants, or ſuch as practiſe to beg in 
the Streets ; it is to be diſtributed to ſuch as are named in the 
under-written Lift, 

1. THERE are at all Times in Diſtreſs many Families, and ſin- 
gle Perſons, that are weak and ſick, unable to help themſelves ; find 
out and relieve them, go yourſelves, and ſee it done. They are 
God's Priſoners, not Man's. 

2. THERE are Numbers of handicraft Tradeſmen and Day-la- 
bourers often out of Employ, and have little or nothing to ſubſiſt 
on; relieve them, | 
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; Tas Priſons for Debtors are never empty; attend to their 
Cries, ſend your Charity there. . 8 

4. THERE are many that labour twelve or fourteen Hours every 

Week-day, and cannot earn above ſix or ſeven Shillings per Week, 

and for the moſt Part have great Families; extend your Charity there. 

5. THERE are divers Widows left with two or three ſmall 


„ W Children, that can't get Eight-pence one Day with another to ſuc- 

d WW cour their Families; viſit and relieve them. | 

ſe 6. THERE are thouſands of Youths that go to Charity-Schools 

-d WM for Education, whoſe Parents are not able to provide Food ſufficient 
for them; they are Objects; beſtow ſomething to thoſe little Ones. 

55 7. THERE are Numbers of honeſt Servants, of both Sexes, out 

n, of Place, that are reduced very low, and have none to aſſiſt them; 


ſhew ſome Bowels of Compaſſion there. 

8. THERE are Crowds that come from all Parts every Spring to 
ſerve this great Metropolis, London ; they make our Hay, get in 
the Harveſt, hoe and weed in the Fields and in the Gardens, and 
of chen they go to their Labour in other Countries; oftentimes Rain 
'n {Wand bad Weather comes on and prevents their going out to work; 
s {Win ſuch Diſtreſs relieve them; when they ſtand in the Streets, or 


n- W:k for Charity at your Doors, they are not to be accounted or 


nt looked upon as Vagrants or common Beggars. ; 

X= Thx View of theſe numerous Misfortunes that attend Mortals, 

re che Image of their Creator, gave the Author the Thought of draw- 

ing up theſe Articles, to eſtabliſh a general Charity in every inhabited 

ns land, Kingdom and State. 

ey Now the Author here preſents to the Audience of the whole U- 

niyerſe a moſt humble Petition. It is a Scene of everlaſting Praiſe 

o the Donors. 
THE Prayer to be anſwered is this, Practiſe and imitate the ſe- 


er Neral Charities contained in this Treatiſe, viz. Feed the Hungry, 
nd Wicloath the Naked, relieve the Sick, releaſe Priſoners, and lay-in Coals 
nt er other Fuel to comfort diſtreſſed Families, Widows and Orphans, 


ARTICLE I. Now enters that Act of Charity of feeding the 
ungry. J can't enter upon this Article without Paſſion and Amaze- 
ent, to think of the prodigious Waſte made every Day in vaſt 
umbers of Houſes all over Great Britain, and other Iſlands and 
ingdoms. . 

Tur Poor have hitherto been robbed and plundered of their juſt 
Lights and Properties, without any Thought of their craving Appes 
ites, and the Cries of their Hungry Children. | 

Ir is now, and ever was, in moſt Families of Worth, the Prac- 
ce of Servants to fling into the Diſh-Kettle, or the Sink, the Li- 
vor in which Beef, Mutton or Pork, are boiled; this is done, 
ough the Liquor be never fo rich, and good. The Quantity thus 
conſumed 
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conſumed every Day, one Day with another, within the Weekly 
Bills of Mortality only, is computed to be at leaſt twenty Tons, 


This Waſte is of no Uſe or Service whatever in any Houſe, except Ml r 

it be to ſave one poor Farthing per Week to buy Bran. EX 
Id ſome Families five or ten, in others one, two or three Gallons 

of this Liquor is thus caſt into the common Shore, as often as any 

ſuch Proviſions are dreft. of 


To make the Eſtimate of twenty Ton appear Truth, ſurvey the it! 
following Calculation taken out of Maitland's Hiſtory of London, viz. die 


Black Cattle brought to Smithfield Market, in 1 6 wil 
Tar 29s - <= - -- -:=is 79531 
Sheep and Lambo 535620 laſt 


— - - - ĩð( - 8 194760 for 
The Total of Swine annually conſumed - = 186932 ch: 
Sucking Pigs ditto o 52000 Will rec 

| Te 

HERE enters one Part of the Charity aſked for: The Liquor . tri 
that is not made uſe of to make Broth or Soup in their own Fa. Be: 
mily, that it may for the future be given to the Poor, for them to boil ¶ pro 


up with Oatmeal, Flower, Rice, Wheat, or the Raſpings of Bread, Sor 
This Charity will be of great Uſe and Benefit to People in Want ing 
and Diſtreſs, to ſatisfy their craving Hunger, which is a very ſhay WW per 
Companion, even not to be endured. Every Quart of good Li- Th 


quor is worth, for this Uſe, to any indigent Perſon, one Hal for 
penny at leaft, and is of the ſame or more Value to the Poor than Wl anc 
ſo much Money. And twenty Ton, at one Half-penny per Quart, Sha 
amounts to — - „„ %% * Cle 
* - - - - 42 no 
eekly - - - 294 fou 
Monthly 3 3 5 es qu 
Yearly - - - 1 titu 
] 
HirHERTO the Poor have thus been deprived of this vaſt Reli pea 
and Succour. This Article verifies the firſt Head in the Title Page Dif 
viz. To relieve poor Families without any Expence to the Donors. WW Nu 
My Blood chills in every Vein to think of the extravagant Waſte ( 
made in Chriſtian Families at a Time when the Land ſwarms with but 
Crowds of miſerable Objects, ſome languiſhing on dying Beds, ſome fou: 
diſabled by their being ſtricken in Years, ſome too young to labout, 
and many T houſands that can't get Work; witneſs the poor Weave!, f 
and other Handicrafts, of all Arts and Sciences, in moſt Counties. Mo 


I Au morally certain I could prevail with a Few, a Turk, ori or 
Heathen, to beſtow this Charity that coſts nothing, and muſt be parc 
given to the Poor, or thrown away, | wer 


[ a 
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1 am ſure this Favour a miſerable Miſer can never refuſe to grant; 
for it adds no Gains to his Cheſt or Coffers, and cannot be kept iy 
his Houſe without Annoyance, - 


ARTICLE II. Tris Article is not introduced for the Sake 
of vain Applauſe, or to regiſter the Author's Name to After-ages; 
it is brought in out of abſolute Neceſſity, or the whole Work muſt 
die in the very Embrio : It is entered to prove Truth and real Fact as 
clear as the Planets that rule in the celeftial Regions ; nothing leſs 
will now take or be imitated in this polite Age. | 

TRE Author had every Saturday, and ſometimes oftener, all the 
laſt Winter, a Copper full of Proviſions dreſt, of ſome Sort or other, 
for the Service of his poor Neighbours that had no Money to pur- 
chaſe a Meal ; it was either ſent to their Houſes, or they came to 
receive it themſeves, as ſoon as it was taken out of the Copper. 
To make the Experiment, ſeven Stone of Beef was boiled and dif- 
tributed as aforeſaid, The next Day the Liquor, in which that 
Beef was boiled, was made into Peaſe-Soup, and, with the Peaſe, 
produced ten Gallons and a half Vincheſter Meaſure ; no better 
Soup could well be eat or ſold to Gentlemen in any Tavern or Eat- 
ing-Houſe, tho” the Price is Two-pence, and in ſome Places Three- 
pence a Porringer, for little more than half a Pint, Wine Meaſure. 
This ten Gallons and a half of Soup made a Meal, without the Beef, 
for no leſs than fourſcore and four Men, Women and Children, 
and every Perſon had a full Pint, Mincbeſter Meaſure, to their own 
Share. This Dinner, they ſaid, was to them Meat, Drink and 
Cloth ; and the whole Charge of the Peaſe and Firing amounted to 
no more than one Shilling and Nine-pence, which is fourſcore and 
four Farthings only. It was the Strength and Goodneſs of the Li- 
wes that was of the principal Value and Uſe to the hungry Mul- 
titude, | 

Now what a Monſter in Nature. the Author would have ap- 
peared, had he ſuffered his Servants to throw that Liquor into the 
Diſh-Kettle, or Sink, which was of ſuch great Support to that 
Number of People in the cold and hard Seaſon. 

Goop Gop ! what a trifling Charity had it been to have diſtri- 
buted one Shilling and Nine-pence in Money amongſt fourſcore and 
four Perſons |! 4; 


ARTICLE III. Had every Perſon received Two-pence in 
Money, to what Place could they have gone to have got a better 
or ſo good a Meal for that Money ? This Soup was ready pre- 
pared for them, juſt fit to eat, they loſt no Time in dreſſing, nor 
were at any Expence for Firing. | 


ARTHI- 
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ARTICLE IV. Ar Two-pence each Perſon, the fame 
amounts to no leſs than fourteen Shillings ; and there are but fey 
Donors that carry their Charity ſo high as to give ſo much Money 
in one Day, neither will the Times afford it but in few. 

THis Article verifies the ſecond Head in the Title Page, viz, 
That Three-pence makes a Dinner for twelve Perſons, and one 
Shilling and Nine-pence gives a Meal worth fourteen Shillings to 
ſatisfy fourſcore and four, 


ARTICLE V. IT is now moſt humbly intreated of ever 
Houſe-keeper, and other Perſon in plentiful Circumſtances, that for 
the future when any Butchers Meat be boiled, and the Liquor not 
made uſe of in their own Houſes, they would be ſo good as to en- 
gage their Servants not to waſte or fling the ſame away as uſual, but 
to make it into Peaſe-Soup ; the Charge of Peaſe and Firing come 
to no more than one Farthing a Pint; then let your Neighbour 
fetch it from your Houſe, or ſend it to them z there is no Place 
vacant of real Objects in any Neighbourhood. If you have never 
as yet taken Notice of ſuch, now for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake inquire 
them out, they are truly worthy of this Charity, many of whom 
are too modeſt either to aſk or complain. 

Wrar Chriftian, what Pagan, in this or any foreign Nation, 
that will not expend Two-pence to prepare eight Porringers of Soup 
to eight poor Mortals, waſted with Miſery, nay even turned to Ske- 
letons, little more than the Appearance of walking Ghoſts. There 
are many ſuch that can't walk, or go out to relate their ſad Story. 

THERE are vaſt Numbers hid from the Eye of the World that are 
as miſerable as ever Lazarus could be, they would be glad of the 
meaneſt Scrap that falls from rich Men's Tables, and can't obtain 
it. I compare ſuch ſtony Hearts to Dives, recorded in the Parable 
in ſacred Writ, they fare voluptuouſly every Day, without a Thought 
or Concern for their ſtarving Fellow-creatures, 

I'HAVE ſeen a — — of the Church of England ſo famiſhed 
as to pick up a Piece of Bread in the Street, and eat it with a ſtrong 
Appetite. | | 3 
CHANGES attend Divines as well as Laymen, Princes have 

been laid level with the Peaſant that threſhes in the Barn. 

CoNSIDER, for Jeſus Sake, how many poor Mortals fell Sa- 
crifices to Want the laſt Winter. I will now ſpeak the Senſe of my 
Mind; thoſe induftrious Families and Perſons that for the future 
ſhall periſh with Hunger, Cold, or Nakedneſs, their Deaths and 
their Blood will one Day be laid to the Charge of all thoſe that have 
Ability, yet will nat open their Hands and Hearts to fave the Lives 

of thoſe who muſt otherwiſe be a Victim to their Cruelty and 
Inhumany. d. 
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FoRTUNE is a fickle Miſtreſs to her Courtiers, her Frowns 


have been plunged in Streams of Want. 1, 

To conclude this firſt Part of my Treatiſe, read the under- 
written Account ; here caſt up if it is allowed, That twenty Ton of 
Liquor, in which Beef, Mutton and Pork are boiled, is now waſted 
and caſt away, as of no Uſe, every Day, one, Day with another, 
within the Weekly Bills of . "8 

THEN it will appear, that one Penny Expence will make two 
Quarts of Peaſe Soup, worth Eight-pence, as it muſt be granted, 
and that it is of the ſame or more Value to the Poor than ſo much 
Money; if ſo, what muſt the Poor have really loft for want of this 
very Article being publiſhed before, and what Relief will it now be 
to them, vix. ' 

TwENTY Ton (at two hundred and fifty-two Gallons to the 
Ton) at Three-pence' Half-penny per Quart, amounts to 

Daily _ — — — — 294 

Weekly == =» — — — 2058 


# 


Monthly A F 7 RA 8232 Pounds. 
Yearly — ' -— — 107016 
For want of this Relief the Poor have extremely ſuffered, and 
up many (it is to be thought) may be ſaid to have periſhed and died. 
Lo. For. what it better or more nouriſhing, either in Summer or 


ere Winter, to revive or ſuccour a poor weak languiſhing Spirit, than a 


are Butchers Meat is boiled. | 
the May this Treatiſe ſpread throughout Great-Britain, and from 
hs thence be conveyed to foreign Parts, to be recorded there, that this 


ble Work of Charity in particular may never die till the laſt and final 
oht Period of Time, 


”=_ * 


„ 
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lay them low, and her Smiles raiſe them up; one Year I have ſeen 
her greateſt Darlings ſwim in Streams of Plenty, and the next they 


* 


Mels of hot Soup made of ſtrong Liquor, in which any Sort of 


en 
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The heavenly Hel Good Works fland 
tune their Harps as beautiful 
at offering up Monuments or 
Sacrifices of Statues of Braſs, 

. Charity; not one to perpetuate the 
jarring String is Donors Names to 
then heard in all the laſt Period 

their Songs, of Ages. 
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ARTICLES 


To ESTABLISH in Every 


. 
* 


An OFFERING uP A 


Weekly Sacrifice of Charity :- 


The Money to be applied by the Donors, to Cloath tb %, 
NaAk ED, relieve the Sick, releaſe PRISoN ERS, and to ind 


lay in Coals or other Fuel, to comfort diſtreſſed Families, N vi 
Widows, and Orphans, in long and tedious Nights, and 


in Days ſhort and cold. 6, 
rity 
— — 28. J 
brat 


HIS Piece is dedicated to every Speech and Language, and 
whoſoever will be ſaved, it is neceſſary that he hold theſe . 0 
Articles as one of the principal Acts of his Faith; without 1 


this all other Works are dead. | = 

To paint Acts of Charity in proper Colours was ever agreeable _ 
to my Temper and Genius. I muſt upon this extraordinary Occa- * [ 
ſion be guided by the exact Lines of Mercy and Pity, or the Curious 1 
will ſay the Picture is not drawn according to the Original. * 

HERE is now preſented to the World a moſt beautiful Scene, ? He 
Sacrifice that will ſtand as the fixed Stars in the Firmament d. "I 
Heaven, to perpetuate the Names of the Donors to the End of — 


Time; and in the Moment their immaterial Souls ſhall be ftript ns, 
into 


* 
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into a naked Spirit, and ſet on Shore in the inviſible Regions, they 
will be cloathed with ſhining Robes of Immortality, and range thro? 
all the unlimited Paths of Glory. | 3 

THis beautiful Scene of Charity in a Chriſtian Nation, may 
direct Jews, Turks, and Pagans to imitate and copy after, accord- 
ing to their Laws and Cuſtoms. | 

To obtain the acceptable Sacrifice here propoſed, it is moſt hum- 
bly intreated of all that own a Crucified Chriſt, or that have a 
Bowels of Mercy or Pity for miſerable and diſtreſſed Mortals, to 
conform to the ſeveral underwritten Articles. 


ARTICLE I. Every Perſon that hath One, Two, Five, 
Ten Thouſand Pounds a Year, or more, in real or perſonal Eſtates, 
Annuities, Salaries, Penſions, Merchandize, Trade or other ways, 
to lay apart (excluſive of all other Charities) Six-pence weekly out 
of every Thouſand Pounds a Year coming in. 

ARTICLE II. THrosst that have under One Thouſand 
Pounds, to ſet apart out of every Hundred Pounds a Year, Three- 
5 pence per Week. 

ARTICLE III. Thosg that have only One Hundred Pounds 
a Year, to ſet apart Two-pence per Week. 
ARTICLE IV. Ar Fifty Pounds a Year coming in, One- 
penny per Week. 
ARTICLE V. Arr Degrees under that Denomination One- 
half-penny, or even One-farthing per Week, according to their 
h own Diſcretion. | ; 
the ARTICLE VI. As for thoſe that receive Alms, or are ve 
3 indigent, their Petitions prefented every Day at the high Tribunal 
les, will be accepted as a ſufficient Sacrifice. 


TR us every Rank and Degree may act their Parts either by Cha- 


rity or Prayer. 


. TAE Sacrifice thus offered, to be put by itſelf in a Cloſet, Li- 
and brary, Box, or Draw, as may be thought moſt proper by the Do- 
theſe LoL 


thout 


THis Money to be called the Poors Bank, to be diſtributed by 
the Donors, either Monthly or Quarterly, as they think fit; this to 


eable be done in Time of great Extremity, when Hunger, Thirſt, Sick- 
Ocz: ness, Impriſonment, or Nakedneſs, require it. 
mien LE this Contribution be put into the Poors Bank every Sab- 


bath-day in the Morning before you go to the Temple of God; 
ws © this done and performed, I tay, if there is a Jeſus that reigns in 
ent di Heaven, and a Divine Providence that governs upon the Face of the 
4 d Earth, this Morning Sacrifice will be attended with a ſecret Bleſ- 
ſtript ling in the Sermons you hear, in the Petitions you put up; it will 
into wait upon you in the enſuing 1 in your Merchandize, in your 


- Shops, 
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: Shops, in your Work, and Day-Labour, and in all that you do or 8 


take in Hand, that is worthy of Praiſe. Peace will be with you Mi 
when you go to Reſt at Night, and when you riſe up in the Morn- and 
ing your Mind and Thoughts will be more ſerene and compoſed, ever 


your Converſation will be more agreeable and genteel. This Sacri- The 
: ice will refine your Morals and your Language, beautify your Stile, I mod 


and ſweeten your Temper. Sr, 
OFFER up this Sacrifice to God but for one Three Months, mak 


and I will venture my Life, and all that I poſſeſs in this World, The 
that at the Expiration of that Time you will vow to perform this Wi 


Sacrifice of Charity every Sabbath-day in the Morning, to the End and 
of your Life. 


T 
As to this Donation, it is ſo ſmall, and withal ſo worthy of my 
\. Praiſe, that I am morally certain to have my Petition anſwered, WM inte: 
.tho' all the Engliſb Nation were profeſſed Deiſts or Atheiſts : In them BM Pen. 
I.ſhould find Bowels of Mercy and Pity, by only preſenting to their ¶ mor 
View the melancholy Scenes I am now going to draw. (hay 
Ap here I convey my Readers ſerious Meditations into the Wil 
dark Cells and Grottos of indigent Families, and ſingle Perſons worn Bf here 
out with Famine, Nakedneſs, and Cold: There they will ſee Va- Prof 
riety of miſerable, Objects fit ſilent in the deepeſt mourning Fit, for to | 
the Contemplation of every SpeRator: There they will behold Bl thei 
Images, the infuſed Breath of the Almighty, lie upon Straw, and BW 1aid 
Flock Beds, nauſome Priſons, in low Cottages, in damp Cellars, and D 
cold Garrets ; many of which have not One Penny to comfort their I Sacr 
dejected Souls, and the craving Wants of their crying Children. Mor 
THERE new-born Babes hang upon their tender Mothers WF Tri; 
Breaſts, and find no Milk there, by reaſon of their extreme Sorrow, ay, 
and the Showers of Tears that diſtil from their Eyes: Theſe live to t] 
unregarded and unrelieved. They impatiently wait for the Hour, BW of [ 
when the Meſſenger of Death may come and draw his Mantle ot 1 
Darkneſs over all the Parts of their Naked Bodies, ſo that their act 
Foreheads diſtil Drops of dewy Sweat, that immerſe their pale Face WM wer: 
and wan Cheeks with a ſtrange Kind of Baptiſm : Then they are Wthey 
glad that they are going down to reſt in Peace in the Duſt of the Hand 
Earth, the Charnel Houle of all Fleſh, . H 
W 1THIN the Cities and Suburbs of Landm and Weſiminſier, Niity, 
which are called Towns of Riches and Plenty, there are many Fou. 
"Thouſands of Families now live for Weeks and Months together, his! 
and eat nothing but dry Bread, and drink nothing but fair Water. Wthis 
5 is their Repaſt, in their Pilgrimage through this World to the “ m 
rave. 1 | 0 
THr1s Scene that I have drawn, of Mortals waſted with Mitery, “ ſe 


cannot but melt the AﬀeRions of Adamantine Hearts, and oblig? 40 
them to offer up this weekly Sacrifice of Charity. | . * "2 
| | HOULD 
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Shou LD this Petition be granted, and become general, the 
Miſeries here repreſented would in a great Degree be extinguiſhed, 
and thouſands and ten thouſands of Chriſtians would be relieved 
every Day, according to their ſeveral Caſes and Circumſtances : 
Then we ſhould hear no more Complaints of Families that are too 
modeſt to crave Charity either in ſecret or in publick. _ 

THESE weekly Sacrifices will ſend the Benefactors Abroad, to 
$, make Viſits to Priſons, to Cottages, to Cellars, and to Garrets: 
4, MW Then Coals or other Fuel will be ſent in, to comfort diſtreſſed 
is Wl Widows and Orphans, in long and tedious Nights, and Days ſhort 
nd and cold. 

THro' I can truly ſay J have oppreſſed my Thoughts, and waſted 
of ny Spirits, in compoſing the Articles above recited, yet I am fo 
d, intent upon the Subject of Charity, that I cannot lay down my 
2m pen, till I have recommended to this and future Ages one Article 
cir more, and that is, for all that are poſſeſſed with plentiful Fortunes, 

(having no great Families to take Care of) to enter into their 
the Wins, Legacies to be diſtributed after their Deceaſe for the Uſes 
„in herein recited. This Sacrifice, offered in the Days of Health and 
Proſperity, will bring Peace and Joy in the laſt Moments of Life, 
ſor to ſuch generous Benefactors to Chriſt's Poor; This will record 
old Wl their Names in laſting Remembrance, after they are entombed and 
ind laid in mournful Silence. | 1 a 
and Do you aſk, what will be the Reward of any one or all of theſe 
geit N Sacrifices offered to God on the Chriſtian Sabbath-day in the 

Morning? I anſwer, that the whole Body of the ſacred aad Bleſſed 

ers Wl Trinity will meet your departed Spirits at the Gate of Glory, and 
ow, ay, that foraſmuch as you did it to the leaſt Diſciple, it was done 
live W to the Three undivided Perſons that hath neither beginning nor end 
Dur, of Days. | ' 
: of Iwas juſt going to ſay, that thoſe that offer up theſe weekly 
heir WM Sactifices to God, tho? their Sins, at the Time of their Departure, 
"ace were as criminal as thoſe of King David's the Royal Prophet, yet 
are WW they will ſcarcely be denied Entrance into the Paradiſe where Saints 
the and Angels inhabit. 5 

HERE I will enter a beautiful Deſcription and Example of Cha- 
er, iy, in a ſingle Gentleman, not poſſeſſed of above three Hundred 
"any Pounds fer Aunum, who drew up an Obligation in Writing, and ſet 
ther, Ibis Hand and Seal to it: The Contents of the Manuſcript were to 
ater. ¶ this Effect: <4 Oh thou God, and my Jeſus, I am by thy Providence 
) the “ made Steward of a plentiful Fortune; and thy Record, entered 

* in Sacred Writ, lays a ftrict Command upon me to diſtribute 
ery, “ ſome Part of my Inheritance for the Uſe of thy Poor. 8 
blige I now here aſſign over one third Part of my Yearly Income, 

„to be given and diſtributed, the firſt Day in every Month, to 


6 Objects 


Fee { 30) | 
% ObjeQs worthy of Charity, and after my Deceaſe, I bequeath my Ag 
cc whole Eſtate for the ſame Uſes.” 
T n1s, Bond or Obligation, that he thus ſigned and ſealed to his Ml 
God, he laid in his Bible, upon the twenty-fifth Chapter of gt. 
Matthews Goſpel: And when he lay at the Point of Death, the Me 
very laſt Hour of his Life, he lifted up his Hands and Eyes, with an 
Extaſy of Joy in his Countęnance; and they that watched with him aC 
that Moment heard him ſpeak theſe Words ſoftly to himſelf : * Oh 
<« my God and my Jeſus, I ſet apart a ſmal} Share of my Portion 
<« to relieve thy Images, that laboured under adverſe Fortune, and 
* I am now coming to thee to receive both Principal and Intereſt 
c“ from thy own Hands, in thy Everlaſting Kingdom.” 
| THoOsE that will not now offer up a ſmall Sacrifice of Charity 
1 on the Sabbath-day in the Morning, may come to remember me 
id with Regret and Tears at the Time the King of Terror comes to 
1 pay his laſt Viſit at their Bed-ſides, and to deliver his Meſſage, that 
. the Breath of Life is near expiring, as they may find by his Har- 
bingers; that is, when their Knees are cold, their Hands ſtiff, theit 
Heart pants, their Fingers bent, their Pulſe low, their Animal Spi- 
rits ſinking, their Speech hollow, Teeth ſet, Jaws fallen, Lips pale, 
their Apartment dark, and the Phyſicians going off with Regret. 
ART thou a Chriſtian? Offer this Sacrifice on the Sabbath - day 
in the Morning; it. will tranſlate thee to the Haven where thou 
wouldſt fain be; to thoſe ſhining Iſlands, ſurrounded with immate- 
rial Spirits, ſaying Hallelujah, Hallelujah for ever. 
ART thou a Few? Offer up this Sacrifice upon thy ſeventh-day 
in the Morning; it will ſend thee to thy God Fehovah, who will 0 
pardon thy Unbelief in the Meſſias, and receive thee into his own ( 
Palace enlightened with Morning Stars, | 


ART thou a Turk / Offer up this Sacrifice in thy Temple early —_ 
in the Morning; and thou ſhalt be admitted to accompany thy Pro- in 1 
phet the great Mahomet, in thoſe flowery Gardens watered with the imm 
Evening Dew. | the D 
ART thou a Pagan ! Offer up this Sacrifice in the Morning IV 
thy Deities the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, Lightning and Thunder rom 
then thou ſhalt be taken up into their own Regions, there to wan le in 
der about at thy Pleaſure through thoſe vaſt Territories, wherind * 
there are Inhabited Worlds to be {cen one above another, not as yep, 111 
known to us in this little Globe of Earth. wre 
THE Unity, united into one and the ſame Godhead, inſpired ti -: k. 
Author with the firſt Thought of this univerſal Charity, on thi: « 
| Sabbath-day in the Morning, and the laſt Pages were reviſed fol; : 
_ ke Prefs upon the Sabbath-day in the Evening. OK 1 
M a y every living Mortal arrived at the Years of Diſcretiofo, Jin 
now ſolemnly vow (as they expect to thrive and proſper in thigh. Re 


World, and hope to be eternally Happy to the Period of endle 
| OS Ages 
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Ages) to offer up their Morning Sacrifices to the Deity they own 
and worſhip, upon the Days they ſet apart to pay their Adorations 
in their Temples. | ny 
THESE Sacrifices, offered up to God on the Sabbath-day in the 
Morning, 1 9 that believe in a Crucify'd Jeſus, wilt entertain 
them in the Day-time with Delights and Pleaſure, and be as it were 
a Concert of Muſick to attend them at Midnight whenever they awake. 
AND in the Dawn of the Reſurrection, every Soul that appears 
arrayed with this Chriſtian Charity, will riſe as a Bride, dreſſed in 
ſhining Apparel, to meet him whom her Soul loves : Then you will 
enter into the Cities of God, as a fragrant Flower juſt blown, and 
come forth out of the Clift of its Wood: There you will ſpend 
Ages in the Morning of that Everlaſting Sabbath-day, that hath no 


"7 End, nor Night, nor Evening: There your Sacrifices will be end- 
to les Songs and divine Hymns, joined and united with the whole Au- 
mat diene of Heaven, in the Cathedral and Church Triumphant, that 
Iar- is higher than the Firmament, and beyond the fixed Stars. 

heir | | : | 
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| WORKS of MERCY 


— _ ESTABLISHED 
a By a General ConTR1IBUTION 


wil FOR the Relief of diſtreſſed Families, who are too modeſt tocrave 
Charity, either by private Addreſſes, or publick Petitions. This 
Foundation received its Original from Manuſcripts wrote by Charles 
p Povey, Gent. who proves the Creation to be the Works of God, 
105 in a Conference he had with a great Proficient in the School of Athe- 
im. Then the Author treats on Ads of Humanity to the Image of 
the Deity ; and ſhews, that before his Works appeared in View, the 
Value of one hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum was caſt into the 
dtreets as Waſte Water: Had that been preſerved, and the ſame Va- 
luc in Charity added to it, it would have provided Proviſion for the 
Ilndigent worth Eight hundred thouſand Pounds every Year, and that 


Troviſion as good as what is now ſold to Gentlemen in Taverns and 
Lating-houſes. 


ed 4 Tux ſecond Work of Mercy eſtabliſhed from the Author's Thoughts, 
20 17 Sacrifice of Charity offered up every Sabbath-day in the Morn- 


ing, for the Support of the Sick, the Aged, and the Naked. This 
Offering is of a high Order, and eſteemed to be a Kind of a ſacred 
Ordinance, an Emblem of receiving the Sacrament at the Altar for 


the Remiſſion of Sins. The Sacrifice thus offered is from one Half- 
penny 


in Plenty, and will not now conſtantly perform ſome one of theſe! 
Acts of Charity, they may come to think with Regret and Terrol 


delivers them his laſt Summons, and draws Mantles of Darknel 
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w their Mite into this Treaſury before they approach the holy: 
Femple, that a Welling may attend them chat Day and the fix fols f 


lowin | a 

© Benn of of the Church of Dube in a Charity Ren he 
W in the City on the 1oth of Jan. laſt, he there quoted the 
Author, and went thro” every Page as the Copy runs in the Article 
of the Sacrifice. At this Sermon there was collected Eight Guinea 


more than what was ever known to be done at that Church on the 


like Occaſion. It is now aſſured from the principal Inhabitants, that 


; | one-third Part of the Pariſh offers up this Sacrifice every ant. 


in the Morning as an Atonement. 

THE Third Work of Mercy is founded from an Example the Au. | 
thor gives of a ſingle Gentleman, an Inſtance never before printed. 
It is as beautiful a Piece as ever was recorded in any Hiſtory ſacred 
or profane. His Virtues have prevailed with many to give Donations 
during Life, and leave annually after their Deceaſe for the Ute of! 
ſuch who lie waſting in Miſery, and dying in extreme Want. | 

- Fargse Works of Humanity are contained in the Treatiſe, entitled 
Chae after Death. Price d. The Pilgrims Retreat from Sodm 
to Canaan, wrote by the ſame Author, is entitled, The Virgin i in E. 
den; or, The State of Iunocency. Price 28. | 

SHOULD even Deiſts, Miſers, or Adamantine Helrts, who flow 


of me the Author, at the Time when the melancholy Meſſenger! 


over all Parts of their naked Bodies, ſo as their Foreheads diſtil Drow 
of dewy Sweat, that immerſe their pale Face and wan Checks with 
a ſtrange Kind of Baptiſm. 
Tu Works of Mercy here recited are ſuch Sacrifices, that in 
leſs than one Century may come to be offered up, known and prac 
tiſed by every Speech and Language, not within the Circles of Eurq 
only, but. in Very Part of the Jewiſb, Turkiſh, and Pagan Dominions 
King's- Arms Tavern, St. James's, Nov.'8, 1740 
Ordered to be Publiſhed. PRESEN T Several of the Nobility 
Members of Parliament, and other Gentlemen. 
We have read the Sheets, entitled, Torments after Death, dedicated 
to the Proteſtant, Greek, and Roman Churches, 
TR Arguments in the Conference with the Atheiſt, and the Arti 
cles upon Acts of Mercy, we recommendas excellent Pieces, High and 
Rational, of general Uſe, and worthy to be tranflated into all Lans 


Ii is requeſted of ſuch who ſhall purchaſe one, or both of thi 
faid Treatiſes, that they will bind them up with ſome of their 90 


TR printed i in 8 vo. 7 
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